
 

Englwrit 112, Section 108 Unit 1 Essay Assignment  Fleming 9/7/17 
 

Inquiring into Self: Literacy Narrative 
 

For our first project in College Writing, we’ll use writing to “inquire into 
ourselves” – to begin to get to know one another better, to begin to write together, and 
to begin to think more deeply and critically about writing itself: what it is, what it does, 
what it says about who we are and how we live our lives.  As the “Introduction” to 
Opening Conversations puts it, we’re living in a moment when writing seems to be 
everywhere, and everyone seems to be a writer – and yet we shouldn’t assume that 
writing is the same for everybody and every situation.  Each text is different, each 
writer is unique, each situation is a different constellation of resources, differences that 
are linked to systems of social, economic, and linguistic inequality. 

“One way to explore these issues,” according to the Introduction, “is by 
reflecting on how we each fit into this literacy context.  How might you narrate your own 
reading and writing histories?  What have reading and writing meant to you?  What kinds of 
writing have you valued?  Who or what has supported or hampered you in your writing life?” 
(vi).  To those ends, for your first essay, I invite you to tell a story about yourself as a 
reader and a writer, a story about a moment or moments in your life, and the people, 
places, and things connected to them, that have helped shape the kind of reader and 
writer you are now. 

We’ll generate lots of ideas for this paper – but you won’t be able to use them all.  
We have limited time, and your readers have limited attention!  So you’ll need 
eventually to focus on a single moment or problem and develop it as fully as you can for 
your readers.  Your narrative can focus on something from long ago or a more recent 
event – it can be centered on family or school, your extracurricular or even interior life.  
It can be more about a problem than a particular event.  And it doesn’t have to be about 
reading and writing in English.  The main goal is to help you gain insight into who you 
are as a reader and writer - and what role literacy has played in your life. 

The project will unfold over time and will thus be as much about process as 
product.  I hope it will help you become more familiar with the drafting process we’ll 
be using in this course, from generating and drafting to revising and copy-editing; use 
writing to discover insights and meaning; get into the habit of thoughtful analysis about 
self and world; and see how language can be shaped and molded for different effects. 

Your final paper should be about 1,000-1,250 words long (about 4-5 pages typed, 
DS, with 12-point font, and one-inch margins) and revised through several drafts.  
Generative writing will be assigned to help spur your ideas, and peer response will be 
used to help hone your composition.  All three textbooks will be used as resources. 

The key due dates for this assignment are: 
 
 Tu 9/12: initial draft of essay due (bring 2 PAPER copies to class); 
 Tu 9/19: revised draft of essay due; 
 Tu 9/26: final, copyedited version of essay due in a folder with all previous 

drafts, including written comments you’ve received from peers and 
me, all generative writing for this unit, and a reflective cover letter that 
you’ll write in class on 9/26. 

 
See Moodle and the syllabus for more details. 
 


